The environment as a support system for independent living.
In extended interviews and visits with 150 physically disabled young adults living independently in Berkeley, CA, the author studied the environment as they experienced it and evaluated its accommodation to their special needs. The environment in this study is considered in physical and psychosocial terms, that is, as a support system for the multifaceted needs of the whole person. The framework for organizing the data was Mayer Spivak's construct of "archetypal place" in which he defines 13 fundamental places in terms of the behaviors they support: shelter, sleep, mate, groom, feed, excrete, store, territory, play, route, meet, compete, and work. For purposes of the present work, shelter and mate are discussed--shelter, because of the clarity of its relationship between existence and physical form, and mate because of its more abstract relevance to physical form.